2026 SUMR Application Question Template: 
Please review the following information for the 2026 SUMR Application and have it prepared before beginning the online application. 
Demographics:
First and Last Name
Email Address
Phone Number
Date of Birth
Are you a U.S. citizen or permanent resident?
Gender
Race
Are you of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino origin? 
Current Address
Education: 
Undergraduate Institution and Dates Attended
Location of Undergraduate Institution
Expected Degree & Major
Expected Graduation Date
Grade Point Average

Research Interests: 
Research Interests (You may choose up to 5): 
	Biochemistry & Molecular Biology
	Diabetes & Metabolism
	Microbiology

	Bioinformatics
	Epidemiology 
	Molecular Physiology & Biophysics

	Biostatistics
	Evolutionary Biology
	Neuroscience

	Biomedical Engineering
	Free Radical & Radiation Biology
	Pharmacology

	Cancer Biology
	Genetics
	Sensory Biology

	Cardiovascular Biology
	Human Toxicology
	Speech & Hearing Science

	Cell & Developmental Biology
	Immunology
	Structural Biology

	Chemical & Biochemical Engineering 
	Infection, Inflammation & Host Defense
	Virology 

	Community & Behavioral Health
	Membrane Biology
	



Please give us any additional information you can about your current research interests and/or areas you would like to explore.

Essay Questions: 
What do you foresee as your career path and future career plans?
Briefly tell us why you are interested in a combined MD/PhD.
Please take this opportunity to share something unique about yourself - anything else you'd like to share about your accomplishments, your hopes, your dreams, or your background. Tell us what distinguishes you from other applicants. 

Document Uploads: 
Copy of your CV
Research Experiences Document (provided on website for you to fill out)
Transcript

Mentor Letters: 
You will be asked to provide the name, institution and email address of up to three mentors who will provide letters of recommendation for your application. Your application must include at least two letters, but no more than three.

How did you hear about us: 
How did you hear about the MSTP SUMR program? Select all that apply. 
Google Search
An advisor or mentor
Another student (including a student who completed SUMR in the past)
Social Media site or other online site
An informational email from the SUMR program or MSTP
An information table (e.g., hosted by the University of Iowa, SUMR program and/or MSTP). Please list which conference:

Once you have submitted your application, you will need to share a link from the SUMR Website with your mentors, for them to provide your letters of recommendation for this application. You can also ask your mentors to email your letter of recommendation directly to the Iowa MSTP at mstp@uiowa.edu. 

We ask that you submit no more than three letters of recommendation. Letters of recommendation must be submitted by February 13th, 2026. 
